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The presence of the Catholic Church in the United States reaches back to the founding days of our

country through the leadership of Archbishop John Carroll, the first Catholic bishop in the United

States. His story, like other stories at the start of the chapters in the United States Catholic

Catechism for Adults, gives us a glimpse into the lives of Catholics who lived out their faith

throughout our country's history. Each chapter in the United States Catholic Catechism for Adults

includes stories, doctrine, reflections, quotations, discussion questions, and prayers to lead the

reader to a deepening faith. The United States Catholic Catechism for Adults is an excellent

resource for preparation of catechumens in the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults and for ongoing

catechesis of adults.
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A few weeks before this catechism was released, one of our parish priests said, "We read The

DaVinci Code, but we don't have time to study the catechism. There's something wrong with that."

He also said every family should own a copy of the catechism. For adults, this new offering from the

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops would more than fill the bill. While the underlying



doctrine of the catechism remains unchanged, this version, like others published since 1992, goes

beyond a stripped down question and answer format. As an adaptation of the Catechism of the

Catholic Church, this adult edition is arranged in four sections: creed, sacraments, moral life, and

prayer.Each chapter contains seven elements that bring depth to the material and also allow for

flexibility of study by individuals and groups: Story or lesson of faith, foundation and application,

sidebars, relationship to culture, discussion questions, doctrinal statements, and meditation and

prayer. For example, in the chapter on the second commandment, Reverence for God's Name, the

story is about Job's unshakable faith. Foundation and application reviews what the second

commandment calls us to do and not do. The sidebar lists three questions and answers on the

second commandment from the Catechism of the Catholic Church. The relationship of the second

commandment to culture reviews scripture passages on the importance of God's name in our faith

life; we are reminded to model and encourage proper use of God's name and to discourage others

from improper use. The discussion questions relate to practices in the family and workplace.

Doctrinal statements encompass blasphemy, baptismal names, and using God's name to witness a

perjury or false oath.
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